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MULTICULTURAL SOCIETY IN EARLY ISLAMIC ERA
A HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY STUDY
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Abstract:

Islam as a religion and civilization has potencial to maintin multicultural society.
The early Islamic era, the first three centuries (7th—9th CE), represents one of the
most dynamic periods of multicultural coexistence in human history. With the
rapid expansion of the Islamic empire across diverse regions—ranging from the
Arabian Peninsula to North Africa, Persia, the Levant and parts of Europe—
Muslim societies encountered a variety of cultures, languages, religions and
civilizations. This study critically explores how early Islamic governance, guided
by the Qur'an and Sunnah, managed to integrate non-Muslim communities such
as Christians, Jews, Zoroastrians and others within an inclusive legal and ethical
framework. The research examines institutional mechanisms such as Dhimmah
(protected minority status), religious autonomy, linguistic diversity and shared
intellectual traditions. Particular attention is given to the Abbasid and Umayyad
periods, where multiculturalism thrived through trade, translation movements and
academic exchanges. The study also contrasts early Islamic multicultural
practices with modern secular multiculturalism, highlighting similarities in
coexistence but also key differences in value systems, religious centrality and
communal ethics.

Keywords: Multiculturalism, Early Islam, Ethicity and Islam, Religious
Pluralism, Abbasid Era, Islamic Governance, Interfaith Coexistence
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